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To Financial Editors, Gazette, Globe and Mail 


CONSCIENCE FIRST, COMPANY POLICY SECOND IN EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 


Most executives will follow their own consciences rather than company policy in making 


business decisions, according to a recent survey on executive attitudes towards ethics. 


Other findings in the survey: most executives felt there was need for conflict of 
interest legislation to govern the activities of legislators, but only a minority felt 


the need for similar legislation in their own industry. 


Many executives reject the assumption that younger people are less success oriented 


and therefore promise higher ethical standards in the future. 


The study was conducted by marketing professor K.C. Dhawan and Ursula Tokateloff. They 
suggest that this exploratory study should be followed up by a much larger study that 


monitors attitude changes over a period of years. 


Study summary begins on page 27. 


K.C. Dhawan can be reached at 879-4397. 
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